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fury that in a very short space of time they had killed    CHAP,
some  fifty  of the   Portuguese,   including  Francisco   de ^^'^
Almeida, who died kneeling on the sand, struck through      AtJX

"the throat by a dart. The rest of the Portuguese retreated 1509.
to their ships, but as soon as the natives had retired they
went back to the shore and buried Almeida and those
who had fallen with him, and then returned to Lisbon,
carrying with them the news of Almeida's death, which
was received there with great grief and sorrow.

There can be no doubt but the hostility of Almeida
towards Affonso de Albuquerque arose, to a great extent,
from a misappreciation of his real character, and the
entertainment by him of very different views as to how
the administration of Indian affairs should be conducted
to those held by Albuquerque. Almeida fully recognised
the importance of destroying the Moorish trade in order
that the commerce of India should be monopolised by
the Portuguese, but he entertained no ambitious designs
-of territorial aggrandisement, and failed to realise the
importance of erecting fortifications of defence against
enemies on shore. His views generally were pacific, and
his administration, so far as the trade itself was concerned,
was fairly successful. His greatest mistake was in receiv-
ing the captains who had deserted Albuquerque at Ormuz
with favour instead of disgracing them. The fact that
he did not himself approve of the reduction of Ormuz
was no sufficient justification for honouring those who had
been guilty of the grossest breach of discipline. Having,
however, made this first false step, it is easy to under-
stand that he should have allowed his judgment to be
biassed by those men, and thereby to have formed an

"Entirely erroneous view of Albuquerque's abilities. He
constantly referred to Albuquerque as a " fool" and a
46 madman," and there can be little doubt but that he
actually did bring his mind to consider him unfit to
.administer the affairs of the Indian trade in a manner
best calculated to benefit the State. But the manner in